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PBC: Tensions rise as 

a diplomatic incident 

is avoided at the last  

minute  
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The days spent debat-

ing at the ECOSOC 

seem to bear their 

fruits. Two opposing 

blocs have formed, but 

only one resolution 

can pass  
page  5 

 

Le Conseil des droits 

de lõhomme dans  

lõimpasse? 
- le Conseil discute d®j¨ la 
troisième proposition 
page 7 
 

Alors que les délégués 
prévoient de faire passer 
une résolution au sujet 

des insécurités en Afgha-
nistan et au Pakistan, 

beaucoup de délégués 
sont impatients de passer 
au prochain sujetðle 

changement climatique 
page 4 

òViolence cannot be an 

answeró was the Palestin-

ian delegates response to 

Perspectives when con-

fronted with the recent 

protests that have been 

taking place in East -

Jerusalem.  Hamas  pro-

claimed the onset of the 

òdays of rageó on Tuesday; 

a series of violent clashes 

in the already volatile 

region, which comes as an 

answer to Israeli Prime 

Minister B. Netanyahuõs 

decision to authorize the 

construction of extensive 

settlements in East Jeru-

salem. 

While Perspectives feels 

that these recent events 

have been impeding the 

HRC ôs progress on the 

discussion of human 

rights violations in the 

occupied territories, Pal-

estine feels that its work ò 

will [nonetheless] not 

mark any particular pro-

gress regarding the Pales-

tinian situationó 

read the whole interview 

on page 8 

Editorial  
Yesterday was quite a 

busy day in GIMUNõs cor-

ner of the Palais des Na-

tions. While some of the 

staff members enjoyed the 

international òtouch a 

boob dayó (c.f. page 6), 

others had to face more 

serious issues; DISEC 

decided that the UN 

should themselves get 

involved in the arms 

trade, extensively study-

ing the market costs and 

different typologies of 

weapons in their efforts to 

resolve the situation in 

Western Sahara .(c.f. 

DISEC page 6)  Ms 

Niediek and I were con-

fronted with our first pro-

fessional slip -up, a spell-

ing error, which was duly 

pointed out via an open 

letter by Russia and have 

responded via a public 

apology (c.f. page 9) We 

always appreciate the fact 

that the delegates actu-

ally spend the time pon-

dering over our articles!  

 

Hanna Krasmann,  

Editor in Chief  

Palestine: Tears of Rage  

18 March 2010 



On this third day of the 11 th  an-

nual GIMUN conference, contro-

versy has arisen at the Peace 

Building Commission. As dele-

gates feverishly argued, amended, 

answered, objected, and finally 

agreed, a consensus finally fought 

its way amidst intense negotia-

tions. A solution to the matter of 

the reintegration of women, so 

crucial to the development process 

of Sierra Leone, has finally been 

approved by the large majority of 

delegates. By the end of the day, 

the committee was able to close 

the debate on two sub -topics, 

which cooled the atmosphere.  

Indeed, the day had started with a 

blast: the Russian delegation 

caught many of its partners off 

guard by proposing an unexpected 

draft resolution, which it had 

come up with on its own (GIMUN 

Perspectives, March 17 th ). This bid 

for a new decree was met with 

pandemonium by all delegates 

asked. According to the delegate of 

Georgia, òthis kind of behavior is 

unacceptable. We are part of a 

committee, which means that we 

are supposed to work as a group. 

Nobody should be working on 

their own without taking into ac-

count othersõ opinions.ó Although 

Russia did try to òbring in as 

many ideas from other groupsó as 

possible, the point is that it wrote 

an òentire resolution on its own. I 

doubt that this resolution will be 

supported.ó The Russian draft 

resolution was approved by the 

Advisory Committee on Adminis-

trative and Budgetary Questions, 

without having been shown be-

forehand to other delegates.  

Moreover, a delegate, speaking 

under the condition of anonymity 

(because speaking openly might 

harm consensus), declared that 

òChina is only trying to follow its 

own interests. It does not care 

about the development of Sierra 

Leone; all it wants is to imple-

ment its own industries in 

mainland Africa.ó  

Another controversy arose as the 

group of the Least Developed 

Countries upped their tone and 

demanded that their points of 

view be considered. The dele-

gates of both Guinea Bissau and 

Nepal agreed that òour voice is 

clearly not being heard. The P5 

group is taking control of the de-

bate, without giving us any 

chance to speak for ourselves.ó 

The industrialized countries 

need to understand that òwe Af-

rican countries have much more 

in common with Sierra Leone 

than European countries. We 

have fought through the same 

sufferings as Sierra Leone is to-

day. The main concern should 

not be the blocsõ interests but the 

reintegration of vulnerable 

groups in a torn country.ó The 

delegate of Sierra Leone judged 

that its main worries, national 

reconciliation and the develop-

ment of infrastructures, had not 

been considered. She also 

stressed the importance of reach-

ing a swift resolve, because 

òresolving [its] problems will 

help other countries who share 

the same afflictions.ó  

Throughout the day, fortunately, 

an agreement was slowly 

reached at, particularly thanks 

to the notable mediation by the 

United Kingdom, which man-

aged to bridge differences and 

unite past enemies around a 

common plan of action. This led 

the way to peaceful conciliation 

and the merging of the US and 

Russian sponsored resolutions. 

Furthermore, the ambassadors 

played an important role in coor-

dinating their delegates and 

guiding them to come to a settle-

ment. A single draft resolution, 

financially feasible and accept-

able to all parties, was finally 

brought to the floor. After days of 

debating and botching about it, 

the future of Sierra Leoneõs 

situation seems a bit brighter 

after all.  

This progress was almost 

brought to a halt when a dele-

gate òstoleó the delegate of 

Chinaõs laptop. According to 

delegates close to the Committee, 

that delegate was merely trying 

to get a resolution China was 

preparing but unwilling to unveil 

to others. What was called 

òstealingó was a simple miscom-

munication, according to those 

delegates. But this incident had 

broader consequences than the 

delegate anticipated, and the 

debates were on the brink of col-

lapse when diplomatic ties al-

most broke apart.  The event, 

known as the òstealing incidentó, 

was a harsh blow to those coun-

tries wishing for an end to the 

conflict of interests pervading 

(and at times leading) the discus-

sions. Fortunately, the chair 

laudably mediated to end the 

controversy and order was re-

stored. 

 

Ariel Litke,  

Awareness Times, Sierra Leone        

United Nations Peacebuilding Commission  
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Conflicts of interests impede debates;  

resolutions move forward  



The Swiss delegate in ECOFIN 

kindly answered questions on 

money laundering, terrorism and 

their banking secrecy policies.  

 

What has the pressure on the bank-

ing secrecy policies brought to the 

issue of money laundering and 

banking in Switzerland?  

 

Our country is known for safeguard-

ing anonymity and client discretion. 

Thus, all financial institutions act in 

the frame of Swiss legislation 

and have the right to protect the 

investorõs identity. 

We add that according to the 33rd 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 

recommendation (Legal person -

Beneficiary owner), Switzerland was 

'not compliant', which can be ex-

plained by the overruling of Swiss 

legislation. However, this difficulty 

in applying the 33rd FATF recom-

mendation is countermanded for 

criminal investigation,  so transpar-

ency is needed for those purposes. 

Furthermore, Swiss institutions 

have closely collaborated in the past 

with foreign authorities in order to 

combat money laundering.  

 

How does Switzerland intend to help 

resolve money-laundering problems?  

 

Given the fact that our country is at-

tracting enormous financial invest-

ments every year, we are highly con-

cerned in safeguarding its excellent 

reputation.  

In order to secure legitimate money 

inflows, our country has created the 

'Code of Conduct with regard to the 

exercise of Due Diligence'. The newest 

version dates from 1998, the 'Federal 

Law on Combating Money Launder-

ing'. These law regulations apply to 

all financial institutions in the Swit-

zerland. Banks are considered finan-

cial institutions, as are stock ex-

changes, insurance companies and 

financial intermediates. All of these 

financial institutions have to act ac-

cordingly to legislation, profile their 

customers through the Know Your 

Customer database and identify the 

beneficiary owner of an asset. All in-

complete or suspicious transactions 

have to be reported to the authorities.  

 

What results do you expect from talks 

with other countries present in 

ECOFIN?  

 

Switzerland wants to state again 

its stance on combat against 

money laundering and terrorism. 

Our country will try to convince 

other member states to strengthen 

the legal operational system in all 

countries and create a common 

legal framework for the movement 

of money between countries. Fur-

thermore, we are going to give con-

tinuous support to Less Developed 

Countries (LDCs) in order to stan-

dardize safety procedures and im-

prove money laundering control 

systems. This can be accomplished 

by donations to Thematic Pro-

grams from the IMF to LDCs. The 

result of this would better access 

for the IMF to the economic wire 

system of these countries. Our 

country also supports and hopes 

for better collaboration between 

member states in matters such as 

the exchange of information and 

the reporting of regional transac-

tions.    

 

Are there any comments you would 

like to add?  

 

Switzerland is also determinded to 

fight other forms of organized 

crime such as human trafficking, 

drug smuggling, immigrant smug-

gling and child abuse.  

To our disappointment, other dele-

gations present in ECOFIN only 

focused on money-laundering coun-

termeasures. Switzerland prepared 

many proposals for combating 

other kinds of organized crime 

made possible through laundered 

money, which unfortunately never 

came to discussion. 

Nevertheless, we hope that a com-

mon resolution on money -

laundering countermeasures could 

help all members of the ECOFIN 

to establish a good platform that 

will serve to combat all forms of 

organized crime through 'dirty' 

money. 

Michele Mastro,  

Perspectives, Switzerland  

ger nations want the remaining 

countries to join and collaborate 

with the Financial Action Task 

Force .  

 A couple of statistics put all the 

debates into context. Switzerland 

had an estimated 500 million dol-

lars of laundered money in its 

banks in 2006. In Italy, the figure 

was around 50 billion dollars in 

1997 and has certainly doubled 

since then. Even more shocking 

are the figures of the narcotic 

trade in the United States: over 

160 billion dollars.   

Michele Mastro,  

Perspectives, Switzerland  

The IMF estimates that organ-

ized crime syndicates gross an 

estimated 2 trillion dollars, if not 

more, across the world.  

 With this figure in mind, the 

Second Committee of the Gen-

eral Assembly hopes to be able to 

pass a concrete resolution to 

crack down on terrorism and 

then move on to the next press-

ing issue and the committeeõs 

agends -  food security. Countries 

are working towards similar 

goals and demand for schemes to 

impede money-laundering; 

smaller nations seek financial 

and logistical support while big-

Switzerland has nothing to hide in ECOFIN  

Big bucks for organized crime  
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Economic and Financial  



premier sujet nõa pas encore trait®, quand bien 

même certains délégués avaient déjà manifesté 

leur intérêt à débattre sur le changement 

climatique en premier lieu lors de la session de 

lundi. Un pays a pris la tête de ce groupe de 

délégués : la France. Au Conseil de sécurité, ce 

dernier a toujours affiché clairement son intention 

de débattre en priorité des menaces climatiques. 

Lorsque le Conseil avait débattu pour la première 

fois le sujet du changement climatique, en 2007, la 

France figurait déjà parmi les Etats qui 

soutenaient cette discussion au sein du Conseil. 

Selon la France, le d®bat concernant lõAfghanistan 

et le Pakistan est certes urgent, mais les menaces 

liés au changement climatique doivent avoir la 

priorit®, car il sõagit dõune urgence qui est globale 

et  qui concerne lõhumanit® dans son entier. Au 

délégué français  dõajouter : ç Le débat sur 

changement climatique doit commencer au plus 

vite, car il nõa jamais ®t® s®rieusement d®battu au 

Conseil, et il nõexiste pas encore de solution 

concrète ». Cependant, la question de savoir si tous 

les délégués désirent réellement commencer le 

débat sur le changement climatique reste posée. 

En effet, bien quõune r®solution ¨ propos du 

probl¯me de lõAfghanistan et du Pakistan soit d®j¨ 

sur la table, les négociations sur son adoption 

trainent.  

Bien que le Conseil de sécurité ait donné la priorité 

aux insécurités afghanes et pakistanaises, le 

thème du changement climatique devrait tout de 

même bientôt trouver sa place dans les débats. En 

effet, le délégué américain espère que les débats 

sur le changement climatique devraient 

commencer d¯s aujourdõhui. Les d®l®gu®s se 

rendent compte de lõimportance du sujet auquel le 

monde entier fait face. Sur un ton un peu plus 

philosophique, et qui représente la pensée de la 

majorité des délégués, le délégué français affirme 

que : « La France pense que ceci est une opportunité 

pour lõhumanit® de se red®finir, en effet nous 

nõavons jamais connu un probl¯me aussi 

gigantesque qui fait face ¨ toute lõhumanit®. ». 

Alors que les problèmes liés au changement 

climatique se multiplient, les débats sur le sujet ne 

connaissent pas le même sort. Il serait grand 

temps que ce sujet, qui concerne le monde entier et 

qui constitue bel et bien des menaces à la sécurité, 

soit discuté et que ces discussions donnent lieu à 

des accords concrets, contrairement à la récente 

conférence de Copenhague. 

Jack Jewsbury,  

Perspectives, Suisse 

Security Council  

including the British one, 

were shocked by Afghani-

stanõs refusal to acknowl-

edge that women should 

have an important role to 

play in the hopefully 

peaceful outcome of the 

country.  

Gender issues are always 

very sensitive on both 

regional and interna-

tional levels. Yesterday 

afternoon was proof of 

this. After a day of debat-

ing the different issues of 

the draft resolution, 

there is little time left to 

continue debating precise 

points in the resolution, 

if the Council wants a 

swift and conclusive re-

sult to the first topic of 

the agenda. 

 

Tanja Spanovic  

The News, Pakistan  

On the third day of the 

conference, the Security 

Council discussed many 

points that featured in 

the proposed draft reso-

lution. One of the issues 

that were raised was the 

place women would have 

in the newly formed Af-

ghan police. Being an 

Islamic republic, Af-

ghanistan has a different 

perspective to the posi-

tions that women occupy 

professionally compared 

to Western societies. In 

yesterdayõs meeting, the 

issue concerning women 

in the police force was 

raised and the subject 

was extensively dis-

cussed. The delegates of 

the western countries 

agreed that women 

should be involved in the 

newly formed police force 

in order to avoid any dis-

crimination and promote 

reintegration and social 

stability. However, China 

pointed out that òcultural 

and social differences 

should be taken into ac-

count when considering 

whether or not to employ 

women en masse in secu-

rity issues.ó The Afghan 

delegate agreed with the 

latter. Paradoxically, the 

Afghan President Karzai 

has recently announced 

that he would want to 

involve more women in 

the security forces, as the 

United States pointed 

out.  

Knowing that women 

represent half the popu-

lation, some delegates, 
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Le changement 

climatique attend 

sa grande entrée!  
À la mi -temps de la 

conférence, le sujet du 

changement climatique nõa 

toujours pas ®t® discut®é 

 

Rappelons-le, deux sujets 

seront traités  durant cette 

conférence: le changement 

climatique comme menace 

p o u r  l a  s é c u r i t é 

internationale, et le sujet 

d e s  i ns é c u r i t é s  e n 

Afghanistan et au Pakistan. 

Or, jusquõ¨ pr®sent, le 

Women in the Afghan police 

force? 



It seems that the debates in 

the Economic and Social 

Council (ECOSOC) are con-

cretizing, as the delegates 

assembled in the joint goal 

to improve the worldõs 

health situation by means of 

Private -Public Partnerships 

(PPP). 

 

However, not only delegates 

are concerned with this im-

portant subject. The coali-

tion of observers which is 

composed of the WHO, 

UNIFEM and Oxfam Inter-

national, has proposed a 

strategy plan centered on 

the idea of collaboration be-

tween national govern-

ments, UN specialized agen-

cies and PPP, as well as on 

the health and security of 

women. It has thus insisted 

on the establishment of a 

Strategic Action Plan com-

prehending the following 

goals: education and train-

ing programs, medical sup-

port solutions, technical and 

financial support and stra-

tegic methods to facilitate 

access to clean water. Al-

though this plan might be 

criticized as being very 

vague and lacking details 

regarding the implementa-

tion of PPP, it should not be 

forgotten that observers are 

present in commissions for 

consultative reasons only, 

and thus can neither spon-

sor nor propose resolutions.  

At the time of writing this 

article, two projects seem to 

have caught the attention 

of the delegates. The first is 

the G-24 draft resolution, 

which seems to have gained 

support from the G -24 

countries and the Organi-

zation of Islamic Countries 

(OIC). The second is a 

working paper proposed by 

the European Union (EU), 

which seems to be spon-

sored by the developed 

countries. Perspectives has 

not yet managed to get its 

hands on the new version 

of the EU working paper, 

and thus cannot state 

about its current content. It 

can however be speculated 

that it falls in line with the 

previous version, described 

in the article of yesterdayõs  

edition.  

However, the question of 

which proposal will get 

enough support to become a 

resolution is still open and 

being discussed at the time 

of writing. Although noth-

ing definite can be said 

about the outcome of the 

debate, the appearances 

seem to demonstrate 

greater support for the G -

24 draft resolution rather 

than for the EU working 

paper.  

 

It is nevertheless clear that 

an agreement will be 

reached shortly, and that 

the second subject of the 

ECOSOC, the Mainstream-

ing of Genders in Public 

Health, will be brought un-

der the spotlight in the last 

days of the conference. 

 

 

Romain Roustant,  

Iaroslav Gaponenko,  

Economic and Social Council  
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Le DISEC semble se rapprocher 

dõun probable d®nouement concer-

nant la question du désarmement, 

de la démobilisation et de la réin-

tégration au Sahara occidental. 

En effet, les délégués sont sur la 

bonne voie pour trouver un 

consensus sur cette thématique. 

Notons que la mission ne sõest pas 

av®r®e si p®rilleuse et cela sõexpli-

que principalement par un problè-

me structurel dépassant les délé-

gués. Celui -ci  provient principale-

ment du fait que les délégations 

de Mauritanie et dõAlg®rie ne sont 

pas présentes dans le comité. Ain-

si, leurs intérêts ne sont pas réel-

lement représentés dans ces dé-

bats, ce qui profite au Royaume du 

Maroc qui nõa, jusquõ¨ lõheure o½ 

cet article a été écrit,  eu à faire 

aucune concession. 

Ce biais introduit dans le débat 

nõest pas sans importance. En 

effet, si lõon  croit le dernier point 

de la potentielle résolution du 

comit®, toute ®ventualit® dõune 

indépendance du Sahara occiden-

tal est avort®e et lõexpression dõu-

ne indépendance de la région via 

un r®f®rendum sõefface. Bien que 

cette solution semble °tre lõune 

des plus cohérentes et rationnel-

les si lõon en croit le rapport du 

ESISC ( European Strategic Intel-

ligence and Security Center )  , elle 

risque dõ®loigner le front Polisario 

de la table des négociations et, 

ainsi, envenimer la situation .  

Par ailleurs, il semble important 

de noter une idée lumineuse du 

comité qui pourrait bien encoura-

ger les parties à se désarmer. 

Dans cette optique, un ingénieux 

concept de transaction dõarmes 

contre payement en espèces su-

pervisée par la communauté inter-

nationale a été esquissé par les 

délégués du DISEC. Bien que la 

question du financement nõait pas 

été abordée en profondeur, il est 

très probable que ce point ne soit 

pas remis en question.  

Ainsi, malgré un poids important 

de nature structurelle important 

que traîne le DISEC, il semble 

bien que le comit® sõavance vers 

des propositions élaborées appor-

tant des solutions nouvelles à un 

conflit qui dure depuis 34 ans. 

Dans cette logique, on peut confir-

mer la légitimité du DISEC qui 

apparaît bien comme ayant une 

fonction complémentaire au 

Conseil de sécurité et sa mission 

MINURSO.  

 

Alan Marzo,  

Perpectives, Switzerland  

ACABQ sends DISEC back 

to the drawing board  

 General Assembly First Committee 

 Disarmament and International Security  

technical and international supervision would be 

carried out, and the associated expenses. Also, it 

wanted to ask the committee how it would over-

see the collection, stockpiling and disposal of 

weapons in practice. 

These were some, but a few, concerns by the 

ACABQ. The DISEC Committee failed to pro-

vide any satisfactory answers, as it was unable to 

answer to any of the cost implications for the 

afore-mentioned proposals. Surprisingly, the 

Committee instead asked the ACABQ for a for-

mula that they could use to calculate the costs of 

their proposals.  

This failure by the DISEC to consider the practi-

calities of their proposals, especially the enor-

mous financial and administrative implications, 

clearly shows that the DISEC needs to go back to 

the drawing board and look at the issues again in 

order to work towards feasible proposals. 
 

 

Justin Oliver Zinda,  

morocconewsonline.com 

The DISEC Committee was grilled today by the 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and 

Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) on the practicality 

of the proposals in their draft resolution. The pro-

posals of the draft resolution included clauses that 

called for technical supervision by the United Na-

tions, the collection, stock and disposal of the col-

lected weapons under UN supervision, and aston-

ishingly enough the creation of a óUN-led unitô 

that would join forces with the Moroccan govern-

ment to restore stability to the region.  In their ef-

forts to clarify the implications of the aforemen-

tioned in practice, the ACABQ was keen to pass 

on their recommendations on the issues to the 

committee, as it is mandated to do under Rule 36 

on General Provisions and Financial Implications 

of Resolutions. The ACABQ wanted to know how 
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Au sein du Conseil des droits de 

lõhomme (CDH), le progr¯s 

quant ¨ la proposition 

concernant le conflit isr±alo-

palestinien a subi un 

ralentissement. Mardi, un 

compromis paraissait encore 

°tre proche ð maintenant il 

semble quõil nõest pas pr¯s de 

voir le jour.  

Apr¯s avoir discut® la 

proposition ®labor®e mercredi 

matin par la Russie, la Chine, 

le Japon, les Etats -Unis et la 

Jordanie, les membres du CDH 

y ont introduit plusieurs 

amendements pour la rendre 

concr®tisable et limpide.  

Les points consid®r®s comme 

trop g®n®rals, notamment par 

les r®presentants des groupes  

du G24 et de Rio, concernaient 

l'aide humanitaire, 

l'approvisionnement des 

m®dicaments, de la nourriture, 

ainsi que le th¯me de lõ®galit® 

entre les sexes.  

La proposition en question est 

plus favorable ¨ la Palestine 

qu'¨ l'£tat d'Isra±l. 

Il faut souligner que les £tats-

Unis, bien que partennaire 

strat®gique et traditionnel 

d'Isra±l, ont parrain® le projet 

actuel qui va ¨ lõencontre des 

int®r°ts isra®liens. Selon la 

d®claration du d®l®gu® 

americain, les £tats-Unis ont 

ainsi voulu exprimer leur 

volont® de terminer ce conflit 

continu. Pourtant, les £tats-

Unis ont retir® leur soutien 

pour cette proposition au cours 

de lõapr¯s-midi.  

De plus, le d®l®gu® israelien a 

d®clar® que la juridiction 

isra®lienne ®tait suffisante 

pour juger les crimes commis 

sur leur territoire.  

Le d®bat devient de plus en 

plus intense et les pr®cipises 

entre les diff®rentes positions 

sont alors clairement visibles. 

Il est donc difficile de pr®dire 

quand le Conseil votera sur la 

version finale de la r®solution. 
 

Natalia Kita,  

Perspectives, Suisse 

Fresh violence puts the HRC in disarray  

Human Rights Council  

the ñday of rageò, a day on 

which Arabs are expected to 

adhere to Hamasô riots, Ever 

since, East Jerusalem has been 

suffering from the worst vio-

lence for months.  

The Israeli delegate alluded to 

these riots when he demanded 

respect for the four Israeli sol-

diers killed on Tuesday. The 

Israeli delegate also quoted an 

official statement issued by the 

Israeli Prime Minister B. 

Netanyahu ñThe government of 

Israel has proved its commit-

ment to peace in the last year in 

words and deedsò, and ñWe are 

going above and beyond in an 

effort to resume negotiations 

without preconditions and the 

Palestinians are doing noth-

ing ò. The Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner 

for Human Rights and UN 

Watch, observers in the HRC 

also mentioned the ongoing vio-

lence in Jerusalem and urged 

delegates to take measures and 

work together towards a more 

neutral and balanced working 

paper.  

While the international observers 

are frightened of a third Intifada, 

this incident seems like a dark 

omen for more to come. 
 

Margaux Moulin,  

The New Statesman,  

United Kingdom  

A new working paper was pre-

sented at the Human Rights Coun-

cil and more countries are spon-

soring it . Adding to the Russian 

Federation, and the Peopleôs Re-

public of China, are also Japan, 

the United States, and the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.  

Another working paper was sub-

mitted by the delegation of Pales-

tine that also thanked the council 

for reaching consensus.  

The Palestinian delegate ex-

pressed her wish to  add clauses as 

well as other changes ñin order not 

to undermine the humanitarian 

and international rights of the Pal-

estinian civilian populationò. 

Also, some voices were  raised 

against the consensus that was 

reached during previous sessions; 

a consensus condemning Israel. 

On Tuesday, Hamas announced 
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ăLe compromis s'®loigneó 



freedom of speech, an es-

sential human right. See, 

even the United States con-

demned the new settle-

ments. They said it was an 

insult. How can the Pales-

tinian people not take it as 

the same? 

Perspectives:  4 Israeli sol-

diers got killed in the 

òprotestsó, how can that be 

related to freedom of 

speech? Donõt you think 

that the occurred violence 

might slow down the pro-

gress that the Human 

Rights Council already 

made (c.f page 7)? 

Palestinian delegate:  First 

of all I would like to stress 

that, obviously violence 

cannot be the answer and 

that it is definitely not a 

good step concerning the 

peace process. However, 

concerning the progress 

made in HRC I have to say 

that although we welcome 

the submitted draft resolu-

tion, it does not depict the 

actual progress regarding 

The breaking news of the 

òdays of rageó announced by 

Hamas, on Tuesday (see 

page - ) led to acutely deli-

cate discussions in yester-

dayõs meeting of the Human 

Rights Council in Geneva. 

Perspectives arranged a 

meeting with the Palestin-

ian observer to the Council, 

in order to clarify her posi-

tion.  

Perspectives: We would like 

to hear your opinion regard-

ing the events that took 

place in Jerusalem on Tues-

day. 

Palestinian Delegate : Before 

I give an answer to this 

question I would like to em-

phasize that I am not repre-

senting neither Fatah nor 

the Hamas but the Palestin-

ian population.  

Concerning the protests in 

Jerusalem I would generally 

say that they constitute a 

normal reaction to the 1600 

Israeli settlements that 

have been recently author-

ized to be built in the east-

ern part of the city.  These 

settlements represent an 

encroachment on the Pales-

tinian peopleõs basic rights 

which makes a two state so-

lution impossible.    

Perspectives: So you think 

the peopleõs reaction was 

justified?  

Palestinian delegate: Yes, it 

was. In my opinion the pro-

tests are a demonstration of 
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our cause. A lot of our 

propositions were not con-

sidered adequately during 

the drafting process; in par-

ticular, the question of elec-

tricity and fuel that have 

not been adequately ad-

dressed.   

Perspectives: So you donõt 

think the violence repre-

sents an obstacle regarding 

the work of the HRC?  

Palestinian delegate:  Not 

as big as the new settle-

ments.  

Perspectives: Some interna-

tional observers are fright-

ened that the òdays of rageó 

might lead to a third Inti-

fada, do you share this con-

cern? 

Palestinian delegate: I do 

indeed. However I do not 

want to comment further 

on this topic.  

Hanna Krasmann,  

Margaux Moulin,  

Perspectives, Switzerland  

Insight HRC: The day of rage  



You should start your article 

with an earthquake; and then, 

raise the tension.  

As a team of GIMUN journalists, 

we were given an excellent and 

much appreciated opportunity to 

hear such tips from our guest 

speaker, Jan Herbermann, a UN

-correspondent at the Palais des 

Nations.  

It was a chance to...be jealous; all 

because of Mr Herbermann's 

statement, that the work in 

Palais des Nations is actually 

fun ð there are plenty of 

interesting subjects every day, 

contact with  diplomats, an 

international environment and a 

non-competitive atmosphere 

among journalists. This very last 

point is the most suprising one, 

especially when considering that 

journalism is often associated 

with incredible stress and 

competition for the latest news. 

However, this doesn't seem to 

exist at the Palais des Nations, 

with its multicultural 

atmosphere where all journalists 

write for different newspapers 

from all over the world. .  

On top of that, we were told that 

journalists can easily exchange 

opinions with colleagues from all 

around the world, which helps 

them to widen their horizons, 

diversify their information and 

understand issues from differing 

perspectives. 

Most of us are only just making 

our first steps as journalists. In 

order to become professional 

ones one day, Mr Herbermann 

advised us to be curious, 

courageous, to learn to handle 

pressure, respect deadlines and 

train our general knowledge; but 

most importantly, there should 

be some pepper in the story!  

 

Natalia Kita,  

Perspectives, Switzerland  

òThere should be some pepper in it!ó 
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Open letter  

from the delegation 

of the Russian Fede-

ration in the  

Security Council to 

the Editors in Chief  

Dear Senior Editors,  

I am writing to com-

plain about the mis-

quoting of the delega-

tion of the Russian Fed-

eration in the Security 

Council in the article 

ănot another day in 

paradiseò by Miss Tanja 

Spanovic. The Russian 

Federation was insulted 

by the Libyan represen-

tation, thus our delega-

tion stated that òRussia 

does not support any 

Libyan proposal for the 

duration of the confer-

enceó.  

We believe that this sec-

ond insult, brought by 

your newspaper, under-

mines and mocks the 

image of our delegation. We 

demand a public apology in 

your next issue and state 

that this article does not 

reflect the position of the 

Russian Federation on this 

issue.  

 

Best Regards, 

Victor Roman,  

Delegate of the Federation 

of Russia, Security Council  

Perspectives would like to 

rectify a mistake publis-

hed in its edition of 17 

march. In fact, the Russ-

ian delegation of the Se-

curity Council will not 

support any Lybian pro-

posals for the duration of 

the conference. 

We apologize for this  

error.  
 

Hanna Krasmann,  

Carla Niediek,  

Editors in Chief  

UN -

correspondent 

Jan  

Herbermann 

with a group of 

GIMUN  

journalists  
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Staff member, with an Indian accent, to secretary: Do you have a Nokia charger?  

Secretary opens her blazer, hands him her UN Charter: Yes, but only in French!  
 

Male staff member (20 years old): Nah, Iõm too old to touch boobs. 
 

Ambassador to staff member: Tomorrow is kick -him -in -the-nuts -day!  
 

Staff member #1: Yeah, thatõs right, formal wear for women is difficult - guys can just always 

wear another shirt  

Staff member #2: Oh, so this guy I know slept with a lesbiané 
 

Photographer to staff member: lower, lower! Her boobs are lower!  

Random Ramblings  
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Overheard in the Palais  

  18 March  

 

 

 

 

1/14 ÁC  

19 March  

 

 

 

 

3/16 ÁC  

Hier, 17 mars, se déroulait une 

commémoration bien peu 

connue, mais qui gagne à le de-

venir. Elle a en tout cas suscité 

beaucoup d'intérêt  

au(x) sein(s) des participant(e)s 

du GIMUN, tant auprès de la 

gent féminine que masculine.  

Initiée par une utilisatrice Face-

book, cette nouvelle tradition 

tombe, hasard du calendrier, le 

jour de la St. Patrick, célébra-

tion religieuse du saint patron 

de l'Irlande, et la plus importan-

te fête religieuse d'Irlande. 

L'évènement Facebook a réussi 

à convertir plus de 100000 fidè-

les à sa noble cause. 

Bien que cette fête fasse généra-

lement des heureux, prenez gar-

de, car cela peut vous attirer 

des ennuis! Mr. F., membre or-

ganisateur des Social Events 

Le « Touch a boob day » s'empare du GIMUN !  

aux cheveux longs, qui souhaite 

bien-entendu conserver l'anony-

mat, nous raconte sa terrible 

expérience : « j'ai subreptice-

ment touché le sein d'une modé-

ratrice, alors qu'elle tenait son 

plateau repas, et par la suite j'ai 

reçu des menaces écrites de sa 

part. Aujourd'hui je vis dans la 

peur (Ndlr : Mr. F. s'effondre en 

larmes). Je ne comprends pas... 

Pourtant, d'habitude, la plupart 

réagissent bien, car je les pré-

viens à l'avance...  » 

 

 

 

Iaroslav Gaponenko,  

Romain Roustant,  

Perspectives, Suisse 

Mr. F. montrant le tragique  

document officiel.   

Frustrated delegate: For next GIMUN, I want to represent a 

more powerful country.  
  

Ambassadeur: Tu peux aller voir ton délégué à la CCP? Il fout la 

merde! 
  

Delegate 1: Do you know this lady delegate?  

Delegate 2 (who stays at the bunker): Yes, I sleep on top of her! 


